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G Figor, feewan Prakash Building
25, KG Marg, Kasturba Gandni Marz
New Delhi the 23™ July, 2014

To

The Principal Secretery/Secretary,
Backward Classes Welfare Dem:tmcr‘st;’Social Welfare Depariment
Al State Governmenis and UT Administrations

subject:-  Launching of Scheme of Rajiv Gandhi National Fellowship (RGNF) for Other Backward
Classes students during the X!l Five Year Plan starting from the year 2014-15 -
regarding.

( _.-Sir/MadJm,
Z

L | am directed to refer t¢ the above mentioned subject and to say that the Government of

B“ f india has launched the Central Secter Scheme of Rajiv Gandhi Nationel Fellowship (RGNF) for Gther
Rackward Classes (OBC) students. The guideiines governing this scheme s enclosed which will come
inta effect fram the financial year 2014-15, This may be given wide publicity.

Z This issues with the approval of the competent authority y . 7
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Copy forwarded for information and necessary action 10: < X Q

_The Secretary, Deptt. of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance, North Block, New Deini,
\\/7 The Adviser {SI&E), Planning Commission, Yojana Bhawvan, New Delhi.
Q The Adviser (PAMD), Planning Commission, Yojana Bhavan, Mew Delhi,
The Secretary, University Grants Commission, New Dethi.
The Chief Controller of Accounts/Pa0, ministry of Social Justice & tmpowerment, Shastri

o

oA
,\g
N

\' ’ .
v AN Bhavan, New Delhi.
rd
-’l///(f:, 6. Sr. Techniczl Director, NIC, Ministry of Soctal Justice & Empowerment, Shastri Bhavan, New
ﬂ{\\ Delhi - with 5 request that the scheme document be upleaded on the website of the

Ministry to give it wide publicity.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE & ENIPOWERMENT

H X B

CENTRAL SECTOR SCHEME OF "RANN GANDHI NATIONAL FELLOWSHIP FOR
PROVIDING SCHOLARSHIPS TO OTHLER BACKWARD CLASS (OBC) STUDENTS
TOPURSUE PROGRANMDMIES IN HIGHER EDUCATION SUCH AS M. Phil. AND PLD.

1. Background

Government of Indiz had launched a Central Sector scheme namely, Rajiv Gandhi Nationa!
Feliowship during the linancial vear 2014-13 1w increase a}}“p-v;umiticx' tor the stedents of Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) for pursuing higher education leading 1o their aequiring degrees such

as M.Phil, and Ph.D.

lhe scheme aims at providing financial assisiance to the OBC swdents in obtaining qualits
higher education leading to degrees such as M.Phil and Ph.D in universities, research institations
and scientific institutions. This will not only enable them 1o be ¢ligible tor emplovment (o the
posts of Lecturers |ving vacant in various colieges and universities but will also equip them 1o
effectively tzke advamage of the growing epportunitics at the natienal and internetional level in
the context of the new economic order,

[1. Scope of the scheme

The scheme is designed to provide a total number of 300 Junior Research Fellowships per vear
from the vear 2014-15 onwards and 300 Senior Résearch lczlmwth\ during 207671710 Uliter
Bafkward Class (OBU) szud:.ms The_ scheme €overs all Universites/ istia Hons - reeognized by

the Universiiy Grants Commission (UGC) and is impiemented by the UGC itself on the patiern
of the scheme of UGC Fellowships being awarded 1o research students pursuing M. Phil. and

Ph.D.

L Implementing ageney

The UGC is the nodal agency for implementing the scheme and notifies the scheme by releasing
advertisements in the Press at a suitable date.

V. Eligibility

(i) Any student bclun&im_ to Other Backward Class (OBC) category who has heen admitted w
M.Phil/Ph.D. course in a University or academic institution after completing the required
formalities of admission in that University or academic institution is cligible for the award of

Feliowship subject to provisions of the scheme as per the advertisement of UG,

wid



(i) After two vears, if the progress in the research work of the awardee s found satisfactory.
hisfher tenure witl be extended tor a turther period of three vears as Senior Research Fellow
(SRF}. The research work will be sssessed as per the UGC norms, The wrtal period of award
of JRF and SRF shall not exceed a m:nod ot 3 yvears. The fellowship will Ewe paid from the
date ol rezistration of the stedent in the MUPhiLPED. course.

i Studens belonging 1w Other Backward Class (OBC) caegory once considered ehigible for
the fellowship siall not be entitled o any other beneiz s from Central or State Governmen:
or any cther bady like UGC offering similar bencfit e avoid duphication and increase
coverage. Only  those, deing regular and  full ume M.Phil/Ph.D. cowrse of =
Universinv/Rescarch Institution shall be eligible for the fellowship. Employees of any
University/College/Educational Institution/CentraliState/UT Governmient shall be excluded
from aveiling Fellowship, even if they are on Study Leave or EOL io pursue the
M.Phil./Ph.D. course.

V. Number of Fellowskips "~ .-

(1) The wial number of fellowships to be awarded to the Other Backward Class (OBC) students
under the scheme is 300 as per details given at para-[[. [n case of non-availability of adequate
number of Other Backward Class (OBC) candidates, the number of feilowships not availed
during a year will be carried forward to the next academic session.

(4} In case. the number of candidates exceeds the number of available awards, the UGC will

select the candidates based on the percentage of marks obtained by 1he candidates in their
Post Graduation Examination.

\1 Phit + Ph.D 5 years 2 years emaining 3 years

{i) The rates of fellowship for JRT and SRF will be at par with the UGC Fellowships. Presentl
these rates are as follows:

4



TFellowship in Science Humanities and Re 16,000 pm. lor ininal v wvears (IR
Social Science i Rs. 18,0000 pom. for remaining tenuie 1SRE
Fellowship in Engineering & @ Rs 18,000 pm. for izl e deans VIR
Technology o Rs. 200000/~ p.m, for remaining Lenuie | SREY
Contingeney for Humanities & Social Rs 10,000/ pa. tor t cars
Sciences ‘i Rs.20.300/ pa. for remaining tenury

Contingency for Sciences. Enginecring @ Rs. 12,000/~ pa for  minal o bve ears

& Technology ;i Rs. 25,0004 paa. for remaining enure

per student to the host institntion for

P EEIS——— - W e

Departmental assistance {All subjects) @ Rs.3,000/- pa.
providing infrastructure

' Escorts/Reader assistance (All subjects) @ Rs.2,000/- p.m. in cases ot phvsivaliy and visuuliy
handicapped candidates

(it) The House Rent Allowance (HRA) will be on the UGC pattern and will be payable 1o those

students who arc not provided with hostel accommodation. In case hostel acconmed ton
offered by the university/institution is refused. the student will forfeil his clamm of HRA
Other facilities such as medical lacilities. Jeave including maternity leave will be governed s

per the guidelines of the UGC in case of their fellowship programme

VIIL Procedure for applying for RGNF

UGC is the nodal agency for implementing the RGNF scheme for OBC students.

ii.  UGC will notify the scheme by inserting suitable advertisement in the press.

il UGC will impiement the scheme once it 1s approved by the Government.

iv. It would be sufficient for an OBC candidatc t0 have passed the Post Graduation
Examination for being eligible for the RGNF.

v.  There is no restriction 1o the effect that a OBC candidate should have

examination for being eligible for receiving the RGNE.

cleared NLT/SLET

vi. UGG will give one month's time to the candidatc for applying for the RGNF

Vit UGC shall disburse the scholarship amount to the candidates through Bank Smart Cards,
Vi, UGC will also issue @ booklet containing all the details about the scheme. lor the benetil
of prospective candidates.
x. UGC will evolve its own mechanism for verifying the genuineness of the OBC

certificates furnished by the candidates in order to climinate the possibility of studens
availing of the RGNF on fake certificates.
' The decision of the UGC in regard Lo awarding the RGNF shall be final and no appeal

could be filed against it.
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XL Inease the numbers of fellowships so aliocated (o g State/UT are not ful Jy utihzed, due v
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